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Dhaka, July 23: The onrush of waters from upstream regions continued to engulf fresh areas in central Bangladesh while the deluge overnight pushed the official death toll to 201.

More new areas in 44 districts, particularly some fresh areas of the capital went under water on July 23 with the continued rise of rivers aggravating the plight of 23 million people.

According to the July 23 bulletin of the Flood Warning Centre, the flood situation in Dhaka could further deteriorate in the next 24 hours while floodwaters already intruded and endangered the sewerage system apart from submerging more low-lying areas at the outskirts of the city.

According to the control room of the health directorate sources, the outbreak of water-born diseases like diarrohea claimed one person and another 1,459 from different areas were admitted in hospitals across the country.

Reports reaching the capital from different districts said at least five boys and girls drowned and 22 others were injured at different places in the flood-hit district.

Flood water inundated some parts of the highway between the capital city with the port city Chittagong and of the Dhaka-Aricha highway disrupting the road communication.

Train communication between Dhaka and Narayanganj remained snapped for the second day on July 23 as railway tracks went under swirling waters at Chashara. 

Public sufferings are mounting with the rise of water level as poor peopled huddle in schools and other buildings without adequate food and pure water.



The flood situation in the severely affected north-eastern and northern Sylhet, Sunamganj, Habiganj, Mymensingh and Netrakona has improved with recession in the upstream parts of the rivers in the Meghna basin.

The flight operations at Sylhet Osmani International Airport have resumed on July 23 morning after suspending the operations for three days as a part of its runway went under water. 

Six flights of Biman of F-28 were operated to and from the Sylhet Airport till Friday evening although the operation of the international flights still remained suspended.

Meanwhile, the Flood Warning Centre (FWC) officials Friday warned of continued deterioration of the situation in central and some northwestern districts due to rolling waters from the upstream areas of major the Brahmaputra (Jamuna) and the Meghna and continued rise at all but one point of the Ganges (Padma).

Flood experts predict that the rivers surrounding Dhaka would continue to swell in next few days. 

An official at the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre said the rising trend of water levels of the surrounding rivers would continue. “This situation will continue further for several days even with the respite of rain.”

“The upstream waters cannot flow into sea from Chandpur point due to swelling of rivers. So, the flood situation in central region and the Dhaka city may deteriorate further,” he added.

According to the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre, the Buriganga at Dhaka recorded a further rise by 10 cm in 24 hours ending at 6 am Friday and was flowing 37 cm above the danger mark. 

The Sitalakhya at Narayanganj also rose by 9 cm and was flowing 105 cm above the danger mark while the Balu recorded further rise by 8 cm and flowing 170 cm above the red mark. 

The Turag recorded further rise by 14 cm at Mirpur in Dhaka and was flowing 90 cm above the danger level while Tongi Khal at Tongi recorded further rise by 10 cm and flowing 46 cm above the danger mark.

Bangladesh government, however, has begun sending relief materials for flood affected people. 

